REMINISCENCES

public testimony to the honour and integrity of Mr.
Tumbull. 'Mr. Turnbull,' Froude wrote, 'could have
felt no sympathy with the work in which I was engaged;
but he spared no pains to be of use to me, and in ad:
mitting me to a share of his private room enabled me
to witness the ability and integrity with which he dis-
charged Ms own duties.5 Bigotry prevailed, however;
Mr. Turnbull was removed from his place, and died soon
after, disappointed and embittered.

The whole story is thoroughly characteristic of
Froude. While he was engaged in writing history
he allowed his own theories to carry him whither they
would, and as he had constructed a positive historical
theory for himself about the political workings of Cathol-
icism, it seemed to be an article of faith with him that
history must shape itself out in obedience to that theory.
But if any instance came under his own personal ob-
servation in which some living man was treated with
injustice because he happened to be a Catholic, then the
historical theory was all forgotten, and Froude became
the fearless champion of the victim to a prejudice which
he himself had done most to foster. As he had a theory
about the historical workings of religion, so he had a
theory about the historical workings of race. To the
public in general Froude always seemed to be a writer
who was filled with a positive detestation of Irishmen
as a body. Many of my countrymen at one time re-
garded Mm as a bitter and inveterate enemy of the
whole Irish race, and, indeed, there were only too many
evidences in some of his writings to justify such a belief.
Yet Froude had many close Irish friends, and used at
one time to reside for a part of every year in Ireland,
where he had some property, and I believe his relations
with the Irish peasantry who lived near him were always
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